
Chinese medical termi-
nology has challenged
many students and prac-
titioners who are not
proficient in the Chinese
language. The small per-
centage of translated
Chinese medical texts

lack consistency in medical terminology.
This inconsistency is confusing to students
and practitioners learning Chinese medi-
cine. Translating Chinese texts into English
is a difficult task. The two common meth-
ods of translation are source based and tar-
get based translation. 

Source based translations reflect an idea
the ancient physicians in China had envi-
sioned and captures the essence behind the
term. In contrast, target based translations
immediately convert an ancient concept
into a common Western medical term. This
method often skips over the intricacies of
these ancient concepts and confines it to a
single word and pathology. This can distract

practitioners from making an accurate 
diagnosis and proper treatment based on
Chinese medical theory.

One consistent authority on Chinese
medical terminology is the Practical Dictio-
nary of Chinese Medicine, by Nigel Wiseman
and Feng Ye. It was the first comprehensive
dictionary in the English language that con-
sistently matched Chinese language diction-
aries. A change needs to be made to avoid
future confusion among students, practi-
tioners, and translators. The use of the
Practical Dictionary of Chinese Medicine is
one step to providing consistent transla-
tions of Chinese medical texts.

Another solution would be to adopt an
open standard form of translation. This
would provide both a target based transla-
tion and a source based translation for each
medical term when available. Standardiza-
tion of Chinese medical textbook material
or cross-referenced glossaries to accurately
teach and communicate information may
also alleviate confusion around medical 

terminology. These suggestions may provide
a clearer path to understanding Chinese
medicine. 
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Note: The full position paper submitted by
Dr. Rosenberg can be accessed online at
www.aaom.org. 

Z'ev Rosenberg, LAc, OMD, Chairman of
the Department of Herbal Medicine at
Pacific College of Oriental Medicine, 
San Diego, California, has been practicing
Chinese medicine in the USA for 20 years.
He is trained in both Chinese and Western
herbal medicine, having studied Chinese
medicine at Southwest Acupuncture College,
Santa Fe, New Mexico, and Emperor's 
College of Oriental Medicine, Santa 
Monica, California, and Western herbal
medicine at the Institute of Traditional 
Medicine, Santa Fe, New Mexico.

28 FAL L  2006

A Position Paper on Terminology: A Personal Perspective From 
A Professor Of Herbal Medicine By Z’ev Rosenberg LAc

BIOMEDICINE

A Textbook  
for  

Practitioners of  
Acupuncture  

& Oriental  
Medicine 

Bruce H. Robinson, MD

800-487-9296 www.bluepoppy.com

BIOMEDICINE
A Textbook for Practitioners of 
Acupuncture & Oriental Medicine

by Bruce H. Robinson, MD

This book will help you:

• Improve diagnostic skills and physical exam techniques

• Identify red flag cases that need urgent referral to 
an MD or emergency room

• Confidently communicate about Western diseases 
with your patients and Western MDs

20% Pre-publication special
this book ships in late October

Come visit us 
at the AAOM 

Expo 2006 
in October!


